36                   The Hon. Thomas Hervey.          [A.D. 1766.
To view him, porters with their loads would rest, And babes cling frighted to the nurse's breast. With looks convuls'd he roars in pompous strain, And, like an angry lion, shakes his mane. The Nine, with terrour struck, who ne'er had seen, Aught human with so horrible a mien, Debating whether they should stay or run, Virtue steps forth, and claims him for her son: With gentle speech she warns him now to yield, Nor stain his glories in the doubtful field; But wrapt in conscious worth, content sit down, Since Fame, resolv'd his various pleas to crown, Though forc'd his present claim to disavow, Had long reserv'd a chaplet for his brow. He bows, obeys; for time shall first expire, Ere Johnson stay, when Virtue bids retire.'
The Honourable Thomas Hervey1 and his lady having unhappily disagreed, and being about to separate, Johnson interfered as their friend, and wrote him a letter of expostulation, which I have not been able to find ; but the substance of it is ascertained by a letter to Johnson in answer to it, which Mr. Hervey printed. The occasion of this correspondence between Dr. Johnson and Mr. Hervey, was thus related to me by Mr. Beauclerk2. ' Tom Hervey had a great liking for Johnson, and in his will had left him a legacy of fifty pounds. One day he said to me, " Johnson may want this money now, more than afterwards. I have a mind to give it him directly. Will you be so good as to carry a fifty pound note from me to him?" This I positively refused to do, as he might, perhaps, have knocked me down for insulting him, and have afterwards put the note in his pocket. But I said, if Hervey would write him a letter, and enclose a
1  The Hon. Thomas Hervey, whose Letter to Sir Thomas Hanmer in 1742 was much read at that time.   He was the second son of John, first Earl of Bristol, and one of the brothers of Johnson's early friend, Henry Hervey.    He died Jan. 20, 1775.   MALONE.   See post, April 6, 1775-
2  See/atf, under Sept. 22,1777, for another story told by Beauclerk against Johnson of a Mr. Hervey.
fifty       I shally obliging letter upon this work, makes the following remark :— ' Dr. Johnson has alluded to the worthy man employed in the translation of the New Testament. Might not this have afforded you ar opportunity of paying a proper tribute of respect to the memory o: the Rev. Mr. James Stuart, late Minister of Killin, distinguished bj his eminent Piety, Learning and Taste ? The amiable simplicity o his life, his warm benevolence, his indefatigable and successful exer tions for civilizing and improving the Parish of which he was Miniate; for upwards of fifty years, entitle him to the gratitude of his country and the veneration of all good men. It certainly would be a pity, i
